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certainly were neither horn nor hred. So much I hope and see :
you long to he out of it. I know nothing of your parentage, of
your domestic circumstances; consider what you shall confide to
me. Thus much only I can say: the times of war we live in
may produce quick turns of fortune; did you incline devoting your
strength and talents to our service, not fearing lahour, and if need
were, danger, I might even now have an opportunity to put you in
a situation, which you would not afterwards he sorry to have filled
for a time." Wilhelm could not sufficiently express his gratitude;
he was ready to impart to his Mend and patron the whole history
of his life.
In the course of this conversation, they had wandered far into
the park, and at last come upon the highway that crossed it.
Jarno stood silent for a moment, and then said: "Deliberate on
my proposal, determine, give me your answer in a few days, and
then let me have the narrative you mean to trust me with. I assure
you, it has all along to me seemed quite incomprehensible, how
you ever could have anything to do with such a class of people. I
have often thought with vexation and spleen, how, in order to gain
a paltry living, you must fix your heart on a wandering ballad-
monger, and a silly mongrel, neither male nor female."
He had not yet concluded, when an officer on horseback came
hastily along; a groom following him with a led horse. Jarno
shouted a warm salutation to him. The officer sprang from his
horse; Jarno and he embraced, and talked together; while Wil-
helm, confounded at the last expressions of his warlike Mend,
stood thoughtfully at a side. Jarno turned over some papers
which the stranger had delivered to him; while the latter came to
"Wilhelm; held out his hand, and said with emphasis: " I find you
in worthy company; follow the counsel of your Mend; and by
doing so, accomplish likewise the desire of an unknown man, who
takes a genuine interest in you." So saying, he embraced Wil-
helm and pressed him cordially to his breast. At the same instant,
Tarno advanced, and said to the stranger: "It is best that I ride
with you: by this means you may get the necessary orders,
set out again before night."  Both then leaped into their sad-
and left our astonished friend to his own reflections.
mo's last words were still ringing in his ears. It galled him
'\e two human beings, that had most innocently won his
so grievously disparaged by a man whom he honoured
-The strange embracing of the officer, whom he knew

